
Letter to the Editor:


In Station fire, indict those most culpable 

01:00 AM EST on Thursday, December 16, 2004 

West Warwick must be kidding! What is wrong with that town's leaders? ("Council agrees to beef up fire marshal's office," news, Dec. 8.)

They are creating a couple of new jobs headed by Fire Marshal Denis P. Larocque -- whom I blame for the death of my beloved son and 99 other beautiful people, mostly young, plus scores of victims' suffering permanent disfigurations of their once beautiful bodies.

Do the people of West Warwick not see the harm and cost he has brought to their beautiful town? Do the taxpayers know what a burden his inexcusable ineptitude is costing them in civil actions, which to my mind will prove insurmountable for the town?

Town Manager Wolfgang Bauer has for some time been trying to make the victims of this tragedy feel guilty about imposing hardships on the town by seeking the only thing they can get, which is just compensation for their injuries and losses.

I wonder if the citizens were ever informed of my offer, last December, to absolve the town and the State of Rhode Island from all civil liability on behalf of my beloved son Derek Brian Johnson, in return for the indictments of the inspectors who, I say, failed to do what their job required of them: "protect the public." That is what their job description states they must do, and that is the fire marshal's primary function.

Instead, he and the building inspectors apparently thought their primary mission was to increase the capacity of this fire trap!

Shame on you, West Warwick, for not suspending this guy. Instead, you have the audacity to put him in charge of a new attempt to right an unrightable wrong! Quit blaming the victims, and face the reality of what happened at The Station. Clean up your act.

We lost a beloved son, a loving brother, a beautiful friend, and a volunteer for his Make-a-Wish kids. My life is meaningless, my family is devastated, his friends are still inconsolable, and you can't seem to understand why!

The inspectors and band leader Jack Russell need to be held responsible for what happened that evening. Trust me when I say, I am just getting started.

BOB JOHNSON

Easton, Pa.
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